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SARAH SCINTO / staff photo Amanda
Hannis performs during "Across the
Universe: A Tribute to Dr. Jennifer Sidari"
at the University of Scranton on Sunday.

Jake Danna Stevens / Staff Photographer
Mia Mattioli of Hershey sings during
"Across the Universe: A Tribute to Dr.
Jennifer Sidari," at the University of
Scranton on Sunday. Ms. Mattioli said Dr.
Sidari was a good friend in high School.

Coffee house, tribute to Dr. Jennifer Sidari surpasses goal

All of the things the late Dr. Jennifer Sidari would have enjoyed filled a single
room early Sunday evening: music, art, and friends and family gathered to
honor her memory.

"This sort of event is exactly what she would have liked," said John Brunza,
Dr. Sidari's fiancé. "I'd much rather she be here, but this is the next best
thing."

Dr. Sidari, of West Pittston, a 2009 graduate of the University of Scranton
and a graduate of the inaugural class at the Commonwealth Medical College in
Scranton, died May 29 at the age of 26, just weeks after receiving her degree.
She was scheduled to begin her residency at Geisinger Medical Center in
Danville.

On Sunday, university alumni and her former classmates hosted a
coffeehouse and art auction called "Across the Universe: A Tribute to Dr.
Jennifer Sidari," to benefit a book scholarship in Dr. Sidari's name.

Rebecca Guenther, a member of the class of 2009, was Dr. Sidari's
roommate for four years. She spent the day tending to the art auction,
collecting donations and checking on the performers for the open-mic event.
She said Dr. Sidari frequently organized coffeehouse events during her time at
the university.

The coffeehouse and auction, the first fundraiser for the book scholarship,
raised $2,912 in cash and check donations alone, Ms. Guenther said. She
estimated they would raise more than $3,400 after credit and debit purchases
were tallied, "far exceeding" their original $1,000 goal.

The book scholarship will help a future University of Scranton student pay
for textbooks. Ms. Guenther said organizers hope to award the scholarship to
a student in the medical field.

As performers took the stage with acoustic guitars and music stands, Dr.
Sidari's friends and family browsed and placed bids on an array of
photographs. Some of the photos had been captured by Dr. Sidari.

Marietta Pesotini, 26, of West Pittston, said she has attended various
fundraisers for scholarships in Dr. Sidari's honor.

"It's good to have something like this," she said. "Everyone's doing their own
take on how they want to remember her."

Toward the end of the evening, Dr. Sidari's brother, Pete Sidari, took the
stage with his friends, playing a selection of songs by Incubus, one of his
sister's favorite bands.

"It's a lot of trying to show how music and art sculpt her creativity," Mr.
Sidari said. "It's good to do something for her that benefits others. It's what
she would have done."

Contact the writer: sscinto@timesshamrock.com, @sscintoTT on Twitter
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